English II PreAP:  Ms. Chase

Room F215//Conference Pds: 2nd 
cchase@bisd.us  
Course Syllabus & Classroom Expectations 
General Information:

First and foremost, welcome to my class!!  A pre-Advanced Placement English II course is designed to improve your reading comprehension, writing ability/style,  develop your vocabulary, as well as prepare you for what lies ahead:  EOC testing, AP exam, and COLLEGE.  I am here to help you in any way that I can, and if you do your part, you will be successful in this class.  My one warning to you is that if you do not like to read or are unwilling to read, your experience in this class will not be pleasant.  I cannot promise you that you will love every novel/story we cover or that you will enjoy every assignment you are given, but I am sure that if you give it a chance you will find something to your liking. I simply ask that you keep in mind that you and both have a job to do, and we must get to it!  

What is expected of you:

1. I expect a positive attitude, respect for me, this classroom, and the people in it, as well as a willingness to work.

2. Materials:  please bring your binder and something to write with everyday; if we are covering a novel, then you need to bring that with you too.  I will take care of everything else.  [binder 1 ½-2  inches is the best size]
3. You MUST have access to books—Rivera library, public library, Amazon.com—the choice is yours.  #1_________________________ #2_________________________#3______________________
4. You are expected to keep up with the reading.  Yes, we will have homework; Typically twice a week
5. Come to class!! Come to class!! Come to class!!

Rules:

1. Please be on time. 

2. Hall passes:  you will be given a sheet of 8 hall passes per semester—use them wisely.  If you use them all by the end of September, then you will need to convince one of your classmates to give or sell you one of theirs.  Please note that I would prefer you not leave the room during a test.  What this means is that just because you have a pass to use does not mean I will let you leave the room whenever the urge strikes you.
3. Late work:  most assignments will be accepted one day late for a 10 point penalty.  However, because of the nature of some assignments I do reserve the right to refuse late work.  If it is major assignment for which you were given advanced notice, the penalty increases to 20 points a day.  If you have to be out on a day when a major assignment is due, find a way to get it to me—carrier pigeon of necessary.  I will be disappointed in you for not doing your homework, but I do not typically make a big scene, so skipping is not necessary.  

4. Re-tests are your responsibility; you typically have 5 days to make up an exam or retest.  You need to make arrangements with me.  I will not give a re-test during lunch.
5. ELECTRONIC DEVICES:  be courteous and leave them in your backpacks. (
Friendly Reminders:  (
#1: Reading is not for nerds—it’s for smart people

#2:  Beware of the word “Boring!”

#3: Do not push me on the cell phone issue!

What we will spend our time doing this year:
1. Lots of reading:  many short stories and poems, 3-4 novels, 2 plays.  (I do offer bonus points for purchasing a novel instead of checking it out from the library)

2. Grammar:  we will cover basic grammatical principles and whatever else I see fit after evaluation of your writing. 

3. Essays:  personal, analytical, and expository.  While we will practice all 3 types, our focus will be persuasive since that is what is expected of you on the EOC test.  Please note that all essays are considered TEST grades, unless I tell you otherwise.  Do not blow off essays.

4. Vocabulary building skills

5. TWO projects:  the symbolic mirror project and the second is TBA
I am really looking forward to getting to know each of you.  Here’s to a great year!! Ms. Chase
 __________________________
                                          Your signature & today’s date:
